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gauer Jura and Binntal (Canton Wallis). This led to the emergence of regional nature 
parks. The Federal Inventory of Landscapes and Natural Monuments of National 
Importance (so-called BLN areas) also represented an important basis in this context 
(Siegrist 2002).

The spate of initiatives of this sort can also be attributed to the increasingly inter-
national orientation of the regions and accelerated structural transformations in rural 
areas. More rural regions started to develop their own visions for the future. Some of 
the regional actors saw the founding of a park as an opportunity to pursue regional 
development and shape the future of the regions.

Figure 1 
Map of the parks of national significance in Switzerland (as of July 2015). The two national parks  

Parc Adula (No. 2) and Progetto Parco Nationale del Locarnese (No. 3) and the Regional  
Nature Park Schaffhausen (No. 18) have candidate status and are not yet officially recognized.
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1 Swiss National Park GR (since 1914, 
 Biosphere reserve since 1979, since 2010 with No. 6)
2 Parc Adula GR/TI (candidate)
3 Locarnese National Park Project TI (candidate)
4 UNESCO Biosphere Entlebuch LU 
 (since 2008, Biosphere reserve since 2001)
5 Thal  Nature Park SO (since 2010)
6 Biosfera Val Müstair GR (since 2011; 
 Biosphere reserve since 2010 with No. 1)
7 Argovia Jurapark AG/SO (since 2012)
8 Binntal Nature Park VS (since 2012)
9 Chasseral Nature Park BE/NE (since 2012)
10 Diemtigtal Nature Park BE (since (2012)

11 Parc Ela GR (since 2012)
12 Gantrisch Nature Park BE/FR (since 2012)
13 Gruyère Pays-d'Enhaut Regional Nature 
 Park VD/FR (since 2012)
14 Beverin Nature Park GR (since 2013)
15 Doubs Nature Park JU/NE/BE (since 2013)
16 Jura Vaudois Nature Park VD (since 2013)
17 Pfyn-Finges Nature Park VS (since 2013)
18 Scha�hausen Nature Park SH, CH/D 
 (candidate)
19 Wildnispark Zurich Sihlwald ZH (since 2010)


